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It is with great pleasure that  
Steven and Stefanie Boggs  

invite you to celebrate  
as their daughter, 

Leah Brynn, 
is called to the Torah  
for her Bat Mitzvah.   

Please join us  
for Shabbat services  

at 7:30pm  
on Friday, November 16th,  

with an oneg following the service.

On January 5, 1826, the General Assembly of 
Maryland passed a bill granting Jews the right 
to vote or to hold public office in the state. The 
process leading to passage of the bill had been a 
long, arduous one, despite the fact that Maryland 
had been founded as a colony dedicated to  
religious tolerance. It came 51 years after the 
signing of the Declaration of Independence and 
35 years after passage of the Bill of the Rights, 
both of which professed a commitment to  
freedom of religion in the United States.

Starting in 1797, a prominent Baltimore busi-
nessman named Solomon Etting petitioned the 
General Assembly on behalf of the Jews asking 
for them to “be placed upon the same footing with 
other good citizens.” His petition was referred to 
a committee, which deemed his request “reason-
able,” but deferred action on it for what amounted 
to another five years.

Starting in 1802, the issue of full civil rights for 
Maryland’s Jews was brought before either  
Maryland’s House or Senate on five different  
occasions and defeated each time. Beginning 
in 1819, the main champion of such a bill was 
Thomas Kennedy, a Scottish-born member of 
the House of Delegates who believed that one’s 
religion was no concern of the state.

Finally, on January 5, 1826 the House confirmed 
a statute that repealed the clauses in the state 
constitution that required state office-holders to 
be Christians. It should be noted that the new law 
applied only to Jews, rather than being a blanket 
cancellation of discrimination based on religion. It 
still required those seeking office to profess belief 
in “future state of rewards and punishments,” a 
condition that was dropped only in 1867.

A day in Jewish history: 
Maryland Jews get the vote

Join us for a  
matzo ball lunch  

after Shabbat 
morning services on  

Saturday,  
November 3



This month we will celebrate Thanksgiving on the fourth Thursday in  
November, mindful of the fact that we have many blessings which we often 
take for granted. Jewish tradition and practice command us to say a prayer of 
Thanksgiving called the Modim prayer every Shabbat, if not every day. This 
prayer makes sure that we express gratitude for our blessings, especially 
since there are many others who are far less fortunate than we are. 

How many of you are aware that the holiday of Thanksgiving has roots in the 
Jewish festival of Sukkot? Several years ago, in an article published in The 
Jewish Journal, columnist Linda Morel writes: “They (the pilgrims) knew that Sukkot was an autumn 
harvest festival, and there is evidence that they fashioned the first Thanksgiving after the Jewish  
custom of celebrating the success of the year’s crops.”

Let us be proud of how our ancient practices have found their way into American traditions going 
back hundreds of years. We often see our Judaism through the eyes of others, which for American 
Jews is not always positive. We may see ourselves as outcasts or as the victims of scorn, anti-semi-
tism, and unease from our co-workers, friends, and others who simply have no idea what Judaism is 
about. The more we educate ourselves and others about how Judaism helped to shape Christianity 
as well as traditions that we assume are “all American” the more we help others understand that we 
really are all one family, linked by a common thread of humanity to each other and to the one God of 
all. 

I hope you have a wonderful November and try to stay warm. For anyone who would like to reach out 
and chat or make an appointment to talk, my temple email is: mperman@berchayim.org.

Finally, let’s congratulate those who are celebrating simchas (times of joy) this November. We  
congratulate Leah and the Hohing/Boggs family on Leah becoming a Bat Mitzvah and we congratu-
late Nikki Hovatter and Michael Manto on their upcoming wedding.

Kol Tuv and see you at temple,
Rabbi/Cantor Mark J. Perman 

From the Rabbi

Join Rabbi Perman  
for an adult education session entitled,  

“The Afterlife According to Judaism”

Thursday, November 1 
7:30 pm

The group will discuss some of the Jewish teachings that seek to explain  
the afterlife and what might be expected in the “olam haba,” or the world to come.



President’s Corner
Donations to  
B’er Chayim

October  Yahrzeits

Donor        In memory of
Judi Lazarus-Haag,            Bertram Lazarus
  Aaron & Adam Lazarus
Seymour                  Lester Sallerson
  & Marlene Sallerson 

Other Contributions

Dennis S Goren
Sik Sively for yahrzeit plaque in memory of Mark    
  Baker

I am writing this article on a bus going from  
Krakow to Budapest.  A most incredible trip, 
which I will talk about later. I want to congratulate 
our Auction Committee for the amazing job we 
did for the fundraiser on October 6th. I hope I 
don’t miss anyone but here goes…. Thank you 
to Valerie Arch for taking charge of the food at 
the event and her committee of Leslie Leibow-
itz and Dee Dee Friedenberg. Also helping on 
auction night was Bernice Friedland. Putting on 
this event would have been impossible without 
the incredible group of members, consisting of 
Larry Brock, Margie Hartman, Debbie and Chuck 
Lang, Tamar Clark, Marlene Sallerson, Howard 
Mendelsohn, Debbie and Greg Schaaf, Deb Lit-
man, Elena Manasse, Bruce Dubins, and Betsey 
Hurwitz-Schwab. A big THANK YOU goes out to 
all our donors and those who purchased items in 
the silent and live auction. I have to admit I did 
not mind doing the live auction. It’s all about do-
ing the research on the items and being able to 
add and keep track of the bids while being under 
a little bit of stress. Our final fundraising number 
was over $6,000. Not bad!!!  

Yesterday, Betsey and I went to Auschwitz. The 
trip we are on is dedicated to learning about the 
Jewish Heritage in Eastern Europe. While I had 
some knowledge of the history, there is nothing 
like living it for two weeks. Eastern Europe re-
minds us of Western Europe, both in the archi-
tecture and geography. The life that the Jews had 
in Eastern Europe prior to WWII was prosperous. 
Unfortunately, that scared the German and Polish 
governments. After WWII… well you probably 
know the rest. Seeing Auschwitz-Birkenau first 
hand really makes you think. We can’t imagine 
how hard it was for those who were in the camps. 

With both local and national elections coming 
up, it is so important for us as Jews and citizens 
to vote and have our voice heard. The Jews of 
Poland and many European countries had ALL 
of their rights taken away from them. We need to 
fight for the ones that we have. Please vote on 
Nov. 6th.

Doug

A pumpkin spice guide for 
the hungry Jewish nosher
It’s officially fall, which means it is also pump-
kin spice season. Sure, pumpkin spice has 
become a bit overdone in the past few years, 
but if you are still left wondering how to whip 
up some pumpkin flavored goodies with a 
Jewish twist, here are some ideas: 

Swap out your cinnamon or chocolate babka 
for a pumpkin spice version. Make a place for 
pumpkin pie challah on your Shabbos table 
(and then on your morning brunch table in 
the form of some delicious French toast). Try 
a pumpkin spice noodle kugel. Or, if you are 
looking for something a little less time con-
suming, why not create some pumpkin cream 
cheese to smear on your bagel.

Pumpkin Cream Cheese
1 8oz package cream cheese, room temp.
1 cup canned pumpkin puree
2 TBSP brown sugar
1/2 tsp pumpkin pie spice
1/4 tsp cinnamon

Mix well until smooth.



November 2018
 
 Thursday, November 1  7:30 pm Adult education
        Topic: “The Afterlife According to Judaism”

 Saturday, November 3  10:00 am Shabbat morning service
      Noon  Matzo ball soup lunch

 Friday, November 9  7:30 pm Erev Shabbat service
        Oneg: TBD

 Saturday, November 10  6:00 pm Wedding of Michael Manto & Nikki Hovatter

 Wednesday, November 14  6:30 pm Mahjong

 Friday, November 16  7:30 pm Erev Shabbat service
        Oneg: Boggs/Hohing family in honor of Bat   
         Mitzvah of Leah Boggs 

 Monday, November 19  7:00 pm Board meeting

 Saturday, November 24  10:00 am Shabbat morning service

  

Looking ahead. . . 
 
 Saturday, December 1  10:00 am Shabbat morning service

 Sunday, December 2  Sundown First night of Hanukkah

 Thursday, December 6  7:30 pm Adult education
        Topic: TBD

 Friday, December 7  6:00 pm Hanukkah pot luck
      7:30 pm Erev Shabbat service

 

 

 

 
 



...We Remember
Yahrzeits for week ending
 November 3, 2018/25 Heshvan 5779

Hortense Bernstein
Ann Spear
Jacob Gottlieb
Earl Glenn
William Learish
Morton Pallik
Sophia Rosenbaum Schwartz

Yahrzeits for week ending
  November 10, 2018/2 Kislev 5779

Carrie W. Bergman
Rebecca J. Dantzic
Bernard B. Lipson
Sondra Schindler
Jacob Goldenberg
Yoseph Lichtenstein
Dorothy Miller
Morris Mendelsohn
Isaak Serebryanaya

Yahrzeits for week ending
 November 17, 2018/9 Kislev 5779

Sam Beerman
Martha R. Lazarus
Bessie G. Lyons
Anna Jaffe Mirkin
Rebecca Parish
Marion Beerman
Golda Gordon
Hyman Gerson
Robert C. Hohing
Ernest Luddeke
William Luddeke
Sally Pallik
Margaret G. Beneman
Ron Schindler
Ike Olin
Samuel A. Gerson

Yahrzeits for week ending
  November 24, 2018/16 Kislev 5779

Robert Brodell
Helene Manasse
Ricka Rosenbaum
Millie Gottlieb Steinberger
Lillian B. Holstein
Dove Ber Klionsky
Dr. William Snow
Fannie Wolf
Milton Bernstein
Diane Mirkin Bush
David Shear
Hilda Irvin

Yahrzeits for week ending
  December 1, 2018/23 Kislev 5779

Bertha L. Mendelsohn
Milton J. Feldstein
Harold Goodman
Hattie August
Norman Brock
Harry Stein
Selma Berger
Berrill Friedland
Alene Marks
Philip G. Miller
Ethel Mortkovitch
Hannah Friedberg Platt
Barbara (Siegel) Schrier

Yahrzeits for week ending
  December 8, 2018/30 Kislev 5779

Israel Beerman
Rabbi William Rosenau
Rose Greenberg
Gertrude Mandell
Sally Helen Kalet
Ruvin Valdman
Ida Greenbaum
Sigmund Tanzer
Adelaide Morton
David Sige



Directory: Whom To Call
   
Rabbi Mark Perman
mperman@ berchayim.org  (860) 212-5668

President  Doug Schwab
   240-580-0403
   doug@dougschwab.net
First Vice President Bruce Dubins
   301-268-2425
   Bruce.Dubins@Versoco.com
Second VP  Marlene Sallerson
   301-777-2926    
   marlene@sallerson.org
Corresponding  Marilyn Brock
Secretary  301-729-8257
   marilynbrock48@gmail.com
Recording Secretary Betsey Hurwitz-Schwab
   301-759-9385
   bhs@9northcentre.com
Financial Secretary Debbie Lang
(Dues)   301-729-2042 
   dlang1@atlanticbb.net
Treasurer  Gayle Griffith
   301-697-6664 (c)
   301-722-8345 (w)
   gayle@atlanticbbn.net
Membership  Bruce Dubins
   dubinsbruce@yahoo.com
Plaques/Tree of Life Gayle Griffith
   301-697-6664 (c)
   301-722-8345 (w)
   gayle@atlanticbbn.net
Religious School Deb Litman
   301-268-7407
   dlitman814@atlanticbb.net
Bulletin  Deb Litman
   301-268-7407
   dlitman814@atlanticbb.net
Cemetery  Larry Brock
   301-729-8257
   lbrock@gapselfstorage.net
Hadassah  Beshie Mandell 
   301-729-2773
Grocery Scrip  Elena Manasse
   301-729-8308
   ebmanasse@atlanticbb.net
        
            Board Trustees    
         Elena Manasse   Michael Manto 
Deb Litman     Debby Schaaf        Gregg Schaaf

Ways In Which You Can Help  
B’er Chayim

Endowment Fund
Western Wall Memorial outside of sanctuary

Contact Gayle Griffith for more 
information.

Yahrzeit Plaques
Cost of plaque - $250

Preparation of plaque - about 1 month.
Contact Gayle Griffith for more information.

Tree of Life/Memory Leaves
Cost of leaf - $40, which includes engraving.

Preparation of leaf - about 2 weeks.
Contact Gayle Griffith for more information.

Building Fund
Contributions of any amount may be given for 

general building use, or a specific building project 
(subject to Board approval).

Contact Debbie Lang for more information.

Jane & Leonard Schwab 
Jewish Life Fund 

This fund will be used to enhance Jewish life in 
the B’er Chayim community. Please make 

checks payable to the 
“Jane & Leonard Schwab Jewish Life Fund” 

and send them to B’er Chayim.

Hadassah
Cards and certificates for all occasions.

Contact Beshie Mandell for more information.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
This is a fund solely under the discretion of the 

Rabbi. Contributions can be made to this fund by 
making arrangements directly with the Rabbi. 

      
    


